Triangle Family Services Plans Downtown Art Auction

Raleigh, NC (March 17, 2007) -- Triangle Family Services, one of the oldest and largest human service organizations in the region, is hosting the first ever Huddled Masses Art Auction to raise funds for its emergency housing program on May 4, 2007. 

The event, held at Moore Square Magnet School in City Market, will feature art from local and regional artists. It will also include juried works from the school’s own students. The auction coincides with the First Friday art celebration held each month in downtown Raleigh and is free for anyone to attend. 

“The art that we’re planning to auction off will be unique and memorable,” said local artist and volunteer Stephen Hyde. “Artists from around the region will showcase their best work in an effort to raise money for a worthy cause, and they’re really proud to be a part of this event.” 

Refreshments and entertainment are planned for the evening. Madison Lane, formerly Madison in the Morning, will serve as master of ceremonies for the event. The auction will begin at 6:00 p.m. and conclude at 9:00 p.m. 

“Moore Square Magnet School is really the perfect place to hold this auction, and the teachers and students are thrilled to be a part of it,” said MSMS art teacher Marty Riemen. “We’re showing our students the importance of giving back to the community through their talents, and we’re even planning to feature some of their artwork in the auction. It’s a great opportunity for them to learn valuable lessons they can carry with them for the rest of their lives.”

The Young Professionals Group, formed by the Triangle Family Services Board of Directors in 2005, is made up of area professionals under the age of 40. The group is organizing and planning the auction. 

“Since our committee formed, we’ve been searching for a way to make a difference and create another signature event for TFS,” said group member Clara Cloaninger. “With the art auction, we’re not only raising funds for TFS, we’re also bringing a lot of visibility to the great work the organization has been doing for the past 70 years.”

Triangle Family Services provides a wide spectrum of services to underprivileged and at-risk families. The agency employs professional staff and certified therapists, MSW level social workers, a psychiatrist, and a staff psychologist. Triangle Family Services has a long tradition of building partnerships with other organizations to help alleviate some of the most difficult problems confronting families in the community. 
Core services include individual and family counseling, emergency and housing assistance services, consumer credit counseling, and supervised visitation/exchange services for families dealing with domestic violence. 
For more information about Triangle Family Services or the Huddled Masses Art Auction, visit www.tfsnc.org or call (919) 821-0790. 
