[image: image1.jpg]




RESOURCES

BUDGET

www.clarkhoward.com
Tips on saving money and dealing with credit issues. Has local radio talk show on WPTF AM-680 9am – 12noon.

www.nefe.org
National Endowment for Financial Education has links to many publications available for free or at low cost. 
AUTOMOBILES

raleigh.craigslist.com
Want to buy a car for under $2000? Check out these local online classifieds to buy and sell just about everything, including jobs, housing, automobiles, furniture, and household items.

www.edmunds.com
All about buying new and used cars, with reviews, invoice prices, specifications, and lots of consumer tips.

www.leaseguide.com
All you ever wanted to know (and then some) about the complex topic of auto leasing. Understand all the terminology and wrinkles to help you make a lease vs. buy decision.

SAVINGS

www.ufbdirect.com
FDIC-insured bank consistently paying one of the highest interest rates for their on-line savings account. Comes with an ATM with partial fee reimbursement.

www.capitalone.com
FDIC-insured online bank (and credit card company) with rates higher than local banks for savings, CDs, and money market accounts. One of the few that offers high rates and checking privileges.

www.ingdirect.com
Orange Savings account from ING, with variable rates depending on balance amount. Links your online account to your local bank checking account.

www.geinterestplus.com
Higher interest rate alternative to money market funds. Invests in AAA-rated GE commercial paper.  $25 sign-up bonus. $500 minimum. Can set up automatic monthly bank draft with $250 to start and $25 minimum per month.

CREDIT
www.annualcreditreport.com
Order a free credit report once per year from any or all of the three major credit reporting agencies. View and print online after your identity is confirmed. 

www.myfico.com
All about credit scoring from the “horse’s mouth.” You can also purchase credit reports and credit scores online.

www.fair-debt-collection.com
Web site that explains the federal Fair Debt Collection Practices Act in detail and makes clear your rights and obligations when dealing with debt collectors.

www.ftc.gov/ftc/consumer.htm
Federal Trade Commission publications available for free download. Includes topics such as credit, identity theft, investments, other consumer tips.

www.bankrate.com
Lists of best financial rates: mortgages, car loans, credit cards, CDs, insurance. Related financial articles.

www.cardweb.com/cardtrak
Everything to do with credit cards: finding good deals, lists of secured credit cards, interest rate calculators.

www.nolo.com
Plain English explanation for common legal situations. Has section dedicated to debt and bankruptcy.

ID THEFT
www.ftc.gov/idtheft 

Federal Trade Commission web site; can download Take Charge: Fighting Back Against Identity Theft, which is practically the bible for ID theft concerns.

www.noscamnc.gov
North Carolina Attorney General web site; explains your rights with regard to ID Theft, including the ability to place a security freeze on your credit.

MORTGAGES
www.goodmortgage.com
Mortgage lender that put together a web site with lots of valuable information, including mortgage calculators, current rates, and lots of articles. Features a “mortgage school” 6 chapter on-line course complete with a final exam.

www.dignitymortgage.com
Another excellent web site, geared to real estate investors but with over 1200 pages of articles, guides, and tools for potential homebuyers. The Good Faith Estimate Guide was abstracted from this site.

INVESTING
www.vanguard.com



Mutual fund company with many index funds, well-known for very low internal management costs.

www.fidelity.com



Well-known mutual funds/brokerage company. Large variety of investments from which to choose.

www.publicdebt.treas.gov


A government site explaining all about treasury obligations and securities.

www.buyandhold.com


Low cost on-line broker that pools buy and sell orders from many customers to make trades three times per day.

www.etfconnect.com


All about exchange traded funds, which are similar to mutual funds but trade like stocks.

www.morningstar.com


Well-known mutual fund rating company that uses a five-star rating system.

finance.yahoo.com   


A good resource for the latest financial news and quotes. Can view chart prices of stocks and mutual funds. Can research individual companies and get analyst ratings and recommendations.

www.marketwatch.com
A good business news web sites with many categories and columnists.

www.businessweek.com
The on-line version of the weekly business news magazine.

www.smartmoney.com
The on-line version of the Wall Street Journal’s consumer-oriented business magazine.
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